Late onset tongue edema after palatoplasty.
Cleft lip palate is a congenital anomaly that requires surgical reconstruction, and patients rarely develop tongue edema after palatoplasty. We describe a 1-year-and-8-month-old boy who underwent palatoplasty for left-sided cleft lip palate accompanied by exudative otitis media. Although previous reports have described that tongue edema usually sets in early after surgery, the symptoms of edema persisted more than 4 hours postoperatively in our case. We suggest that careful observation for edema is necessary for 24 hours at least after palatoplasty.